ARTS COMMITTEE MINUTES
  DECEMBER 17, 2009
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE MINUTES
FEBRUARY 9, 2004

MINUTES
MIDDLETON ARTS COMMITTEE

MONDAY    DECEMBER 17, 2009      5:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Conhaim, Hammes, Hassert, Mackey, Teal, West
MEMBERS ABSENT:  
OTHERS PRESENT: Attoun
1.  
Minutes of November 19, 2009

Moved by Hammes, seconded by Mackey to approve the minutes of 11-19-09. Motion 
carried (6-0).
 
2.  
Hanging Feature in Police/Municipal Court Building

The Arts Committee, Police Chief, and Zimmerman Architects met with Dean Bloedorn, 
Steven Haas, and William Grant Turnbull, the three artists selected to present proposals for 
the police/municipal court building. 
3.   
Entryway Feature in Parmenter Roundabout

The RFQ for the entryway feature in Parmenter Roundabout will go out tomorrow.
4.  
Blettner Sculpture

Rob Conhaim passed around copies of the safety design, which includes a field of stone 
cobbles surrounding the sculpture in lieu of guardrails, that was approved by the Public 
Works Committee on November 23. Penni Klein, Public Lands Manager, requested that the 
cobbles go to edge of the median so that the Public Lands Department won’t be required to 
mow around them. The existing shrubs in the median will be removed. 

The Committee discussed the maintenance agreement and requested that Larry Bechler be 
asked to draft an agreement. Committee members expressed interest in including some of the 
language from the draft ‘Guidelines for Accepting Donations of Public Art’ document, 
especially item #4, “There can be no assurance that art accepted will remain placed in a 
particular location. The donor understands that art work that is deaccessioned will not be 
returned and may be placed in another building or public place, stored or disposed of, unless 
at the time the donation is accepted, the Arts Committee and Common Council agree in 
writing that the artwork will be returned if deaccessioned.”


Moved by Mackey, seconded by Hammes, to recommend approval of the safety design 
including the field of stone cobbles to the edge of the median and removing the existing 
shrubs, to the Plan Commission, and to ask the Plan Commission if they are comfortable with 
directed angled lighting pointing upward to light the sculpture. Motion carried (6-0).
5.  
Guidelines for Accepting Donations of Public Art

Chris Manke of the Wisconsin Arts Board, sent an example of the accessions policy 
developed for the Dane County Courthouse. The Arts Committee discussed the accessions 
policy. Mackey noted that the policy protects the City but puts up a lot of roadblocks for 
donors. Mackey will send suggestions to change the language to ensure that if a donor is 
interested in donating art, but cannot comply with the requirements, they can contact the Arts 
Committee for consideration of the donation. The Arts Committee requested more time to 
consider the policy prior to adoption. 
6.  
Maintenance Plan for Public Art

The Arts Committee discussed using language from the agreement with Blettner to draft a 
maintenance plan for public art. 
7.  
Madison Community Foundation 


Letters of inquiry are due January 15, 2010 for Madison Community Foundation community 
impact grants. Attoun will contact Tom Linfield to discuss the idea of applying for funds to 
supplement City funds for a hanging sculptural feature in the Police/Municipal Court 
Building or for the roundabout project.
8.  
Adjourn


Meeting adjourned at 6:30 p.m.
Note:  These minutes were prepared by Abby Attoun, Associate Planner.  These minutes are based on the notes of the recorders and are subject to change at a subsequent meeting.
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