PUBLIC ARTS COMMITTEE MINUTES
JANUARY 19, 2012
AD HOC SUSTAINABILITY COMMITTEE MINUTES
JUNE 22, 2009

MINUTES
MIDDLETON PUBLIC ARTS COMMITTEE
THURSDAY    JANUARY 19, 2012      5:30 P.M.

MEMBERS PRESENT: 
Rob Conhaim, Brooke Dovenbarger, Susi Hassert, Meghan Thumm Mackey, Phil Nelson, Sylvia Peterson, JoAnna Richard
MEMBERS ABSENT: 
Tracey Hunter-Doniger, Miriam Share


OTHERS PRESENT: 
Abby Attoun-Tucker


1.
Minutes of December 15, 2011
Moved by Richard, seconded by Dovenbarger, to approve the minutes of December 15. Motion carried (7-0).
2.
Vote to Recommend an Entryway Feature at Parmenter Roundabout


a. Report on Public Comments Received to Date
Almost 400 public comments were received at the library display. A larger percentage of the respondents preferred “Out of the Shell.”


b. Report on Funding Commitments Received to Date
No update. 


c. Report on Public Works Director’s Comments on Proposals
Attoun shared Stauske’s comments about the two proposals. Stauske expressed concern that the materials for “Out of the Shell” were too reflective and likely to cause glare issues for drivers. He was also concerned that people may want to take photos of their kids in the egg of the sculpture. Stauske felt that because of the more abstract nature of “Wing on Wing” it may be less likely to distract a driver. He mentioned that the paint should not be high gloss sheen so as to cause a glare problem. 
Arts Committee members discussed the comments received from the public and Stauske. Conhaim mentioned that there will be glints of sunshine off of vehicles and glass off of buildings and that the sculpture will be on a pedestal so as not to be in line with drivers. Hassert mentioned that entire buildings in Chicago are made out of mirrored glass. 

Hassert discussed the idea of planting the roundabout with Hawthorne bushes to discourage people from walking to the center. 

Moved by Richard, seconded by Nelson, to recommend the “Out of the Shell” proposal for the roundabout. Motion carried (6-1) with Hassert opposed. 

Moved by Richard, seconded by Peterson, to recommend that the Public Works Committee and the Common Council allow the Arts Committee to move forward on fundraising for the sculpture. Motion carried (7-0). 

Attoun will prepare a memorandum about the committee’s action and send it to Richard for review prior to the Public Works Committee (2/13) and Council (2/21) meetings. 

Committee members discussed how to move forward on fundraising for the project, and wondered whether Mayor Kurt would send a letter to potential donors. Committee members also suggested the Middleton Times-Tribune might be interested in preparing an article about the committee’s recommendation. 

3.
Community Mosaic Project

No update. This item will be taken off agendas for the time being. 
4.
Temporary Art Space for March Open Studio Tours

No update. 
5.
Judge’s Bench Modifications

Attoun updated the committee that the Finance Committee and the Common Council referred the judge’s bench modification project back to the Arts Committee for further consideration. Conhaim mentioned that he still supports the judge’s bench modifications. Committee members discussed the need for a plaque describing the stained glass project for visitors to the courtroom. 
The Arts Committee discussed the idea of working with Public Works to install artistically-designed pedestrian safety signs with safety haikus as was done in New York City recently. 

Moved by Hassert, seconded by Richard, to recommend that the $5,000 originally allocated for art in the Police/Court building be reappropriated to: 1) a plaque for the stained glass and 2) a pedestrian warning sign project using illustrations and haikus submitted by Middleton High School students. Motion carried (7-0). 

6.
Adjourn
Meeting adjourned at 6:46pm.
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